
Dr Janet Woollard MLA 
Chair 
Education and Health Standing Committee 
Legislative Assembly 
Parliament of Western Australia 
Parliament House 
Perth Western Australia 6000     

Dear Dr Woollard,  

Re: Inquiry into the Tobacco Products Control Amendment Bill 2008  

On behalf of the Smarter than Smoking Project, I am writing to express my strong 
support for the provisions proposed in the Tobacco Products Control Amendment Bill 
2008.  

Smarter than Smoking (StS) is a state-wide, multi-strategy intervention, dedicated to 
preventing the uptake of smoking among 10 to 15-year-old West Australians. The 
project is funded by Healthway and implemented by the National Heart Foundation 
(WA Division), in collaboration with other key tobacco control agencies in Western 
Australia (WA). Since 1995, StS has worked to reduce the prevalence of smoking 
among children and young people in WA.   

Almost 9000 West Australian school children (6 per cent), aged 12 to 17 years, have 
smoked in the last week. The prevalence of smoking increase significantly with age, 
from 2 per cent of 12-year-olds, to 10 per cent of 17-year-olds.1 Much more needs to 
be done to prevent the uptake of smoking among young people, particularly among 
those most at risk of taking up smoking, including young Aboriginal people, young 
people with parents who smoke and those living in disadvantaged areas.   

The proposed amendments will contribute greatly to reducing the prevalence of 
smoking among young people and protect children in WA from the harm caused by 
tobacco, particularly from exposure to second hand smoke and promotion of tobacco 
products.   

Research, community support, and action occurring   in other Australian states and 
territories, and best practice consistent with national and international 
recommendations, provide significant strength to the rationale for introducing the 
proposed amendments.   

Please find below specific comments to support the amendments to Sections 22, 
106A, 106B, 106C and 106D of Bill.  

Section 22 - Display of tobacco products  

 

Considerable evidence shows that the promotion of tobacco products, including 
point-of-sale displays, can influence a young person s decision to take up 
smoking. Therefore, StS is highly supportive of removing tobacco products from 
public view in retail outlets.  

 

The presence of tobacco displays has been shown to influence the beliefs of 
young people about the ease of purchasing cigarettes, increase their ability to 
recall cigarette brands and weaken their resolve not to smoke in the future (see  



http://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-5-uptake/5-15-tobacco-advertising-
and-promotion-targeted-at). 

 
The tobacco industry relies heavily on tobacco product display to promote its 
products and recruit new smokers; nine times out of ten, these new smokers are 
children. The impact of retail displays is confirmed by their positioning and 
prominence inside retail outlets; the use of large tobacco product displays (power 
walls), and the prime positions given to displays in most retail outlets.   

 
There is a risk that WA will fall behind other Australian states and territories, and 
have inadequate legislation to protect children from tobacco product promotion. 
New South Wales and Tasmania have committed to removing tobacco products 
from public view in retail outlets, and in the ACT, NT and Victoria similar 
legislation has been proposed. Implementation of this legislation has already 
occurred in other countries with no significant harm to business. 

 

In addition, there is strong community support in WA for removing tobacco 
products from public view in retail outlets. Recent research shows that 70 per 
cent of Perth parents (n=200) and 73 per cent of school students (n=1668) 
surveyed believe that tobacco products should be removed from point-of-sale 
display in retail outlets. 2, 3  

Section 106A  Use of tobacco products in cars with children 

 

To protect children against the dangers of second hand smoke, StS strongly 
supports legislation proposed in Section 106A to ensure cars carrying children 
are smoke free.  

 

Overwhelming evidence demonstrates the health effects of second hand smoke 
on children, especially in a confined space, such as a car (see, 
http://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-4-secondhand/4-7-health-effects-of-
secondhand-smoke-for-infants). 

 

A precedent has been set by other states and territories. South Australia, New 
South Wales and Tasmania have committed to making cars carrying children 
smoke free, and the same legislation has been proposed in Queensland and 
Victoria. In South Australia and Tasmania, the enforcement of this legislation has 
not caused major problems, and is largely self-enforced.  

 

Legislation for smoke free cars carrying children is supported by well-researched 
national guidelines. An action proposed by the National Preventative Health 
Taskforce to reduce the daily prevalence of smoking to 9% in Australia by 2020, 
is for all governments (that have not already done so) to, legislate for a ban on 
smoking in cars carrying children (see   
http://www.preventativehealth.org.au/internet/preventativehealth/publishing.nsf/C
ontent/96CAC56D5328E3D0CA2574DD0081E5C0/$File/tobacco-overview.pdf) 

 

In WA, strong community support has been demonstrated for requiring cars  
carrying children to be smoke free. Recent research showed that 84 per cent of 
Perth parents (n=200) and 78 per cent of school students (n=1668) surveyed 
believed that it should be illegal for adults to smoke in cars carrying children. 2, 3   

Section 106B 

 

Use of tobacco products in outdoor areas (eating or drinking)  

 

StS strongly supports legislation proposed in Section 106B which will ensure 
outdoor areas (eating or drinking) are smoke free.  

 

This amendment will protect children, patrons and employees who frequent 
outdoor areas where eating and drinking takes place from the harmful effects of 
exposure to second-hand tobacco smoke.  

 

This amendment will also further de-normalise smoking in the community.  

 

The Australian Hotels Association has stated publicly their opposition to make 
outdoor drinking and smoking areas smoke-free, claiming businesses will suffer 
financially due to patrons deserting hotels and restaurants if their outdoor areas 
become smoke-free. However, there is no objective evidence whatsoever, from  

http://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-5-uptake/5-15-tobacco-advertising-
and-promotion-targeted-at
http://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-4-secondhand/4-7-health-effects-of-
secondhand-smoke-for-infants
http://www.preventativehealth.org.au/internet/preventativehealth/publishing.nsf/C
ontent/96CAC56D5328E3D0CA2574DD0081E5C0/$File/tobacco-overview.pdf


Australia or internationally to support this claim. On the contrary, studies 
published in the peer-reviewed scientific literature have confirmed that there is no 
evidence of negative economic impacts.  

Section 106C and 106D 

 
Use of tobacco products in outdoor areas (playing 

areas and safe swimming areas) 

 
To protect children from the dangers of second hand smoke, StS strongly 
supports legislation proposed in Section 106C and 106D which will ensure 
outdoor areas (playing and safe swimming areas) are smoke free. This includes 
playgrounds, patrolled beaches and other areas designed for the use of children, 
teenagers and young adults, particularly in crowded areas. 

 

As above, this amendment will protect children from the harmful effects of 
second-hand tobacco smoke, and will de-normalise smoking in WA, creating 
supportive smoke free environments.  

 

Queensland has committed to making safe swimming areas and playing areas 
smoke free. Local councils throughout Australia, including several local councils 
in WA (e.g. City Of Cockburn and Town of Armadale) are endorsing 
comprehensive smoke free policy to include smoke free outdoor playing and safe 
swimming areas.   

 

The WA community supports making outdoor playing areas smoke free, 
particularly for junior sport. Recent research shows that 84 per cent of Perth 
parents (n=200) and 84 per cent of school students (n=1668) surveyed in WA 
believe that those who attend junior sport should not be allowed to smoke. 2, 3  

The Smarter than Smoking project fully supports the provisions proposed in the 
Tobacco Products Control Amendment Bill 2008.  Based on available evidence, the 
proposed amendments to the Tobacco Products Control Act 2006 will make a 
significant contribution to reducing tobacco-caused harm to the WA, particularly to 
children.    

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need further information from us.    

Yours sincerely,   

 

Fiona Philips 
Coordinator, Smarter than Smoking Project   
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